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Ada has never left the one-room apartment she shares with her
mother and brother Jamie. Mam is ashamed of Ada because she
is a cripple and treats her like a slave. Ada’s only joy is caring
for her younger brother and looking out the window at the street
below when Mam is away. When the news comes that children
are being evacuated to the country to avoid German bombs, it’s
their chance to escape. Ada and Jamie board a train to Kent
without their mother’s knowledge. Assigned to the home of Susan
Smith, an unhappy single woman who didn’t want to have them,
a new life begins for the trio. Ada learns to read, ride, and care
for a pony, but one thing she can’t do is start trusting and caring
for Susan. She knows that the clean clothes, good food, and
kindness would go away if Mam takes them back to London, so
for Ada, hope is more dangerous than war.
Written through the eyes, experiences and emotions of Ada, a
ten-year-old girl whose clubfoot had never been treated, we see a
character who has never known kindness or maternal love. This
well-written story, set in a time of great upheaval and danger, will
charm book lovers for depicting how the indomitable human spirit
can triumph over evil and adversity. Bradley masterfully weaves
in historical details in a way that will intrigue and interest younger
readers. Older readers will appreciate the many “wars” that Ada
has to fight in her young life, including poverty, abuse, disability,
hunger, and the chance of being hurt again. Bradley’s main
character, Ada, immediately draws the sympathetic reader into
the story, and the rest of the reading experience is rewarding and
unforgettable.
*Contains moderate violence.
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